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Signed at Washington, DC, this 18th day of 
March, 2008. 
Bradford P. Campbell, 
Assistant Secretary, Employee Benefits 
Security Administration, Department of 
Labor. 
[FR Doc. E8–5855 Filed 3–24–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4510–29–C 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

36 CFR Parts 223, 228, 261, 292, and 
293 

RIN 0596–AB98 

Locatable Minerals Operations 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Proposed rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: This proposed rule would 
revise the regulations for locatable 
minerals operations conducted on 
National Forest System lands. The 
revised rule would apply to prospecting, 
exploration, development, mining and 
processing operations, and reclamation 
under the Mining Law of May 10, 1872, 
as amended. The Forest Service invites 
written comments on this proposed 
rule. 

DATES: Comments must be received by 
May 27, 2008. Pursuant to the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, comments on 
the information collection burden that 
would result from this proposal must be 
received by May 27, 2008. 

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
Forest Service, USDA, Attn: Director, 
Minerals and Geology Management 
(MGM) Staff, (2810), Mail Stop 1126, 
Washington, DC 20250–1125; by 
electronic mail to 36cfr228a@fs.fed.us; 
by fax to (703) 605–1575; or by the 
electronic process available at Federal 
eRulemaking portal at http:// 
www.regulations.gov. If comments are 
sent by electronic mail or by fax, the 
public is requested not to send 
duplicate written comments via regular 
mail. Please confine written comments 
to issues pertinent to the proposed rule; 
explain the reasons for any 
recommended changes; and, where 
possible, reference the specific wording 
being addressed. All comments, 
including names and addresses when 
provided, will be placed in the record 
and will be available for public 
inspection and copying. The public may 
inspect comments received on the 
proposed rule in the Office of the 
Director, MGM Staff, 5th Floor, Rosslyn 
Plaza Central, 1601 North Kent Street, 
Arlington, Virginia, on business days 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4 

p.m. Those wishing to inspect 
comments are encouraged to call ahead 
at (703) 605–4646 to facilitate entry into 
the building. 

Comments concerning the 
information collection requirements 
contained in this action should 
reference OMB No. 0596–New, the 
docket number, date, and page number 
of this issue of the Federal Register. 
Comments should be sent to the address 
listed in the above paragraph. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mike Doran, Minerals and Geology 
Management Staff, (208) 373–4132. 
Individuals who use telecommunication 
devices for the deaf (TDD) may call the 
Federal Information Relay Service 
(FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339 between 8 
a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern Daylight Time, 
Monday through Friday. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background and Need for Proposed 
Rule 

Locatable mineral operations on 
National Forest System (NFS) lands 
have been regulated under the rules 
now at 36 CFR part 228, subpart A, 
since 1974. Under these rules, the Forest 
Service requires operators proposing to 
conduct such operations to file with the 
agency a notice of intent, or a plan of 
operation, or to amend a plan of 
operation, as appropriate, whenever the 
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